SPRING EDITION 2025

As we close out the winter season and move into Spring,
I want to take a moment to reflect on the events
that made this time so special at our club.
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REPAWT Our annual Rally-O Championship show was a
resounding success, and | want to extend my heartfelt
thanks to Lynette, our dedicated team of organisers, and
the many volunteers who helped make the event run
smoothly. While the timing coincided with children's sports at the Domain, leading to
some parking challenges on Saturday morning, | received a great deal of positive
feedback, with many attendees expressing how much they enjoyed the show. Thank
you to everyone who made it possible!

We also hosted our inaugural scent trial at Totara Park School, which, despite
heavy rain, was very well supported and a great success. | want to acknowledge Erin
and the organising committee and the incredible volunteers who braved the wet
conditions - your dedication is truly appreciated, and your commitment helped make
this event memorable.

Gratitude for our volunteers - | am consistently in awe of the dedication and passion
our members show. Whether it's running training nights, organising competition
shows, coordinating demonstration days, or overseeing Canine Good Citizen (CGC)
Assessments, the effort that goes into ensuring these events are both successful and
enjoyable is immense. Our volunteers make all of this possible, and | encourage you
to take a moment to express your thanks to those who contribute their time and
energy—whether it is a trainer, a show secretary, a timekeeper, a judge, someone



helping in the kitchen or setting up or taking down the competition rings.

Despite the significant rainfall we have experienced this year, our grounds are
looking great, thanks to the tireless efforts of our grounds team. We have invested
over $1,000 in professional spraying to tackle Acaena (Biddi Bids/Pir Piri). However,
these persistent weeds remain a challenge, and if you notice any on your dog during
training or events, please alert your trainer so we can inspect the area. A friendly
reminder: please dispose of any Biddi Bids you find properly - discarding them on the
ground only exacerbates the problem.

As always, please be mindful of our grounds and facilities. We appreciate your
cooperation in keeping the space clean and safe for everyone.

Club etiquette and responsible dog ownership - a quick reminder: please pick up
after your dogs, and remember that off-lead areas are strictly limited to designated
spaces. No off-lead dogs should be seen outside of these zones, as it's important for
everyone's safety and enjoyment. Additionally, the sports fields under the control of
the Porirua City Council (PCC) have specific by-laws that allow dogs on-lead only,
and only when the field is not in use for organised activities. Let us all do our part to
follow these rules to ensure our continued access to these spaces.

As we move into hotter months, be mindful of the impact hot surfaces can have on
your dog's paws. Black asphalt, for example, can become twice as hot as the air
temperature. A simple way to test if a surface is too hot is to place the back of your
hand on it for 10 seconds. If it's uncomfortable for you, it’s likely too hot for your dog
as well.

| hope you all enjoy a fantastic Summer with your dogs, and | look forward to seeing
you all at upcoming events. Thank you again for your ongoing support and dedication
to the club!

Craig Prattley
TBCOC Club President

2025 Committee Members:
Lianne Davies - Class Co-ordinator

PACK Antonia Allum - Comms/Web

Jan McKenzie

Bronwyn Weir

Jacqui Austin

lain Clarke

Ally Wilkinson

2025 Committee Executive:
Craig Prattley - President
Geoff Collins - Vice-President



Erin McKenzie - Secretary Jenny Greer
Claudia Samitz - Treasurer Lynette Bell

It's 38 days until Christmas!!

This year's Dogs Christmas Party is on 9" December at 6pm at our Club
grounds, Ngatitoa Domain. Along with all the usual Christmas fun, there will be
Fetch-The-Sausage, Musical Mat, running races, paddling pools and splash
pad!!

Bring some cash as we have Morgan Grace (student at Aotea College) raising
funds for an overseas school trip to Japan in 2027. She will be selling some
delicious tasty-cheese flavoured homemade dog biscuits and dog accessories -
collars, name tags, etc.

» BBQ food and non-alcoholic drinks will be provided by club, but please
bring a plate.

o There will be prizes for Best Dogs Fancy Dress, so dress to impress.

e Please bear in mind that this is not a training session, dogs will be off-lead
and everyone is responsible for their own dog’s behaviour at all times.

« If the weather is bad the event will be cancelled. This will be announced
on our Facebook page.



As well as our committee members, we have a great group of instructors and
members who keep our club running, who we would like to introduce you to,
so every Lamppost we will publish a profile of one or more of our members and
their lovely dogs so that you can get to know your pack.....



lain Clarke

On reflection my TBCOC introduction and experience has been woefully
uneventful when put alongside many of the other club members with whom |
have had the privilege of enjoying my time at the club.

| joined about ten plus years ago with Beatrix a very good natured but
exuberant female Boxer and have hung around ever since. A few years in |
learned not to trust Craig very much when he phoned one afternoon in a
supposed panic stating that with many of the regular members away, they were
going to be short on numbers that night to make the quorum for the AGM. Given
it was only going to be one evening, a minor inconvenience in the scheme of
things, | went along and somehow ended up on the committee. | probably
should have realised that was the way many members found themselves on the
committee.

It wasn’t long before | found myself persuaded into becoming an Instructor,
starting at the Domestic 2 level and that was the beginning of a long
relationship with various Domestic classes.



Several working Bees, negotiating with trades people, a few CGC assessments
- some with Beatrix being the very calm dog for others to meet - many
Christmas dinners, committee meetings, BBQs, and countless training nights in
all weathers, here we are today.

In all honesty it has been a lot of fun and provided me with a unique opportunity
to meet and form friendships with some of the most wonderful people, Craig
included.

At shows now | can always be found in the kitchen and for the last 10 years |
have also been responsible for getting together all of the prizes for the Champ
Shows.

BULLETIN

» Our next Canine Good Citizen assessment is 22 November. Email us to
register for a place.

» Graduation for Term 4 will be 1/2 December.

» Our next CGB Assessment (Canine Good Basics) is 8 December. It is open to
anyone who has passed Dom 2. Email us to register for a place. Once you
have passed your CGB you can go straight into CGC Foundation.

e Annual Dog's Christmas Party - 6pm, 9 December 2025.

e Enrolment for Term 1 2026 is open 8pm, 8 Jan-8pm, 12 Jan - pop it in your
diary!

» Term 1 classes start 26/27 Jan 2026 (Puppy first night: 19/20 Jan)

o Annual TBCOC Obedience Championship Show - 31 Jan/1 Feb 2026.

Don't forget, all enrolment, start and graduation dates are on the Important Dates
page of our website.
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. Over the last few months again, our members and their
' dogs have had considerable success in a various tests
and trials and continue to have fun!

Competition Obedience

Competition Obedience has 5 levels starting at Beginners, going through
Novice to Tests A, B and C — Test C being the most senior. Many shows also
have an Elementary class which is a lead in to Beginners.

Tararua Dog Club Champ Show, 23 August
Sherrie Mclintyre & Ditto, 51 Test C

Horowhenua champ Show Day 1, 6 September

Sherrie Mclintyre & Ditto, 3™ Test C



Alannah Knapp & Sky-Sky, 5t Test C

Horowhenua champ Show Day 2, 7 September

Alannah Knapp & Sky-Sky, 3™ Test C

HBDTC Champ Show 1, 5 October
Sherrie Mclntyre & ditto, 2" Test C

Rally Obedience (Rally-0) Champ Shows

The Dogs NZ code, Rally-O has 7 levels — Novice A & B, Advanced A & B and
Excellent A & B, as well as Encore which is a course designed with no sits. It is
therefore, very good for older dogs. At all levels, competitors earn Qualifying
Certificates to move up a level and gain titles. A small group of TBCOC teams
also compete in New Zealand Association of Rally Obedience (NZARO) Rally
Link trials, held monthly - with Standard and Challenge courses.

Horowhenua Champ Show, 7 September
Erin McKenzie & Harley, 3™ in Excellent A
Irene Kilford & Robbie, 15t in Excellent B

Nelson Champ Show 3, 21st September

Erin McKenzie & Harley, 2"d in Excellent A and a Qualifier in Show 2

Upper Hutt DTC Rally O Champ Show18/19 October
Erin McKenzie & Harley, 3™ in Excellent A, Show 2 and a Qualifier in Rally
Encore

Rachel Thompson & Billie, 15t in Novice A, Shows 1 and 2, qualifying for RN
Title

Central All Breeds NZARO Trial, Labour Weekend
Qualifiers.....
Erin McKenzie & Harley

e Handy Dog Foundation

o Standard Foundation

o Standard Novice

e Zoom Novice — Highest qualifier

Erin McKenzie & Rosie

e Zoom Foundation



Alyssa Chaney & Ted

e Standard Foundation
e Zoom Foundation — highest qualifier

Selwyn Obedience and Rally O champ Show 1/11

Cherie Picking and Arti, 4t in Beginners and 2 Qualifiers in Rally Novice B for
their RN Title
..... and with Tank a Qualifier in Rally Advanced B

Selwyn Obedience and Rally O champ Show 2/11

Cherie Picking & Arti, a Qualifier in Advanced A and 3 in Beginners
.....and with Tank a Qualifier in Advanced B

Scent Work (Dogs NZ and SSANZ)
In Scentwork and Nosework Trials the prime goal is for dogs to gain Qualifying
Certificates for finding the Search Odours in a certain amount of time. Within

the Dog’s NZ code, dogs can win ribbons for 15, 29 and 3" places but these
are based on speed; and within all codes, there are also Judges Awards which
are awarded when teams have caught the Judge’s eye for some particular
attribute of the search — these are also more valued than a placing. So, like
Rally-O it is the Qualifying Certificate that is the prime aim of the game. In
SSANZ Nosework, the process for gaining qualifying certificates to move up
levels is a little different to that of DNZ but our members really enjoy both codes
and appreciate the time people put in to organise, help and judge at all of these
trials.

Horowhenua Dog Training SSANZ Trial, 5/6 October
Saturday - Novice
Luke Gib & Fig — Novice Qualifying Certificate

Jan Voss & Pearl — 4"Novice Qualifier
Laura Yate & Noah — 51" Novice Qualifier for Super Star Award and Judges

Choice Interior

Louise Norris & Abby — 5t Novice Qualifier for Super Star award
Julia Quickenden & Murph — Novice Qualifier
Mark Douglas & Floki —Novice Qualifier for Novice NW title

Jan McKenzie & Solitaire — 5" Novice Qualifier for Super Star award, Judges
Choice Vehicle and Honourable mention for Containers

Sunday - Novice
Luke Gib & Fig- Novice Qualifier
Laura Yate & Noah — Novice Qualifier



Julia Quickenden & Murph — 51" Novice Qualifier for Super Star award

Jan McKenzie & Solitaire — 6" Novice Qualifier
Erin McKenzie & Rosie — Novice Qualifier

Sunday - Intermediate

Anna Hunt & Moxie — Intermediate Qualifying Certificate

Jan McKenzie & Geordie — Intermediate Qualifying Certificate

Alison Chapman & Rosie - Intermediate Qualifying Certificate, Judges Choice
Award Interior & Fastest Qualifier on 59.93 seconds.

Southern Scentwork Club DNZ Trial, 18/19 October
Cherie Picking & Tank qualified in...

o Excellent Exterior
» Advanced Container for Title and Judges Choice award
e Advanced Vehicle

And with Camo, qualified in....

e Advanced Interior x 2
o Excellent Vehicle & Judges Choice award

Dogs First SSANZ Novice Trial, 1 November
Luke Gib and Fig, Novice Qualifying Certificate and Judges Choice award
Exterior

Erin McKenzie & Rosie, 51" Novice Qualifying Certificate for their Super Star
Award
Nigel Sylva & Colin, Novice Qualifier for their Novice Title

Jan Voss & Pearl, 5! Novice Qualifier for their Super Star award.

Tokoroa DTC SSANZ Scentwork Trial, 1 & 2 November

Louise Norris & Abby, 2 x Intermediate Qualifiers

Laura Yate & Noah, Intermediate Qualifier plus Judges Choice Award for
Container Search

Dogs First SSANZ Intermediate Trial, 9 November

Anke Claessen & Reggie Intermediate Qualifying Certificate and Highest
Qualifier

Alison chapman & Rosa, Intermediate Qualifying Certificate and Runner-up
Highest Qualifier



Monthly NZARO Rally Link, July - September Qualifiers

November Jan McKenzie & Geordie 100
June/July Qualifiers Erin McKenzie & Harley 95
Jan McKenzie & Geordie 100
Claudia Samitz & Sol 93 October Qualifiers

Erin McKenzie & Harley 100
August Qualifiers Jan McKenzie & Geordie 100
Erin McKenzie & Harley 99
Zoe Henderson & Suzie 99 November Qualifiers

Claudia Samitz & Sol 97

Canine Good Citizen

Canine Good Citizen is an award that any dog can do and we run classes in
this at the club. From time-to-time different clubs run assessment days where
dogs can qualify at four different levels — Foundation, Bronze, Silver, and Gold.
CGC is not easy to pass and to get all four levels, can take some months or
even a year or two, depending on the amount of work put in. Dogs need to have
passed at least Domestic 3 or equivalent, to be able to enrol for a CGC class.
Recent TBCOC results include:

Vicky Disbury & Fenric, CGC Bronze at Central Allbreeds on 28 September
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Bet you didn't know...

That every year, Craig gathers a merry band of volunteers - trainers,
competitors, domestic class members - and holds a stall at the Spring
into Tawa Fair.

On Saturday 18" October TBCOC showed off their training skills to the
residents of Tawa, educated people about dogs, and gave those who don't have
dogs a chance to get up close and personal in a safe, controlled space. It's safe
to say they were a real hit with all ages!

We were represented by a core team of Craig Prattley and Abby, Geoff Collins
and Inka, Jan McKenzie and Geordie, Lynette Bell and Charlie, Alison
Chapman and Rosa, Danielle Prattley and Butter, also with a lovely group of
puppies from Craig’s Puppy Classes.

Dog and Puppy petting sessions were very popular and a great opportunity to
educate adults and children alike on how to approach and interact with dogs
they hadn’t met before. These sessions were interspersed with demonstrations
of some of the activities we undertake at the Club, including Obedience
demonstrations of formal heelwork, stays, send to mat and recalls; a short Rally
O course with 7-8 Advanced signs; and Trick training, with even a skateboard in
evidence!



All of our dogs and puppies were beautifully behaved and a great credit to our

club.
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Summer splashing

Swimming is a great exercise for dogs but it is important to ensure your
furry friend's safety by introducing it to the water slowly and supervising
them closely.

Not all dogs are natural swimmers so some may need a little help like a good
quality life vest. This is especially important for those with physical limitations or
who may be especially nervous of the experience.

How to introduce Your Dog to Swimming

Start Slowly - gently lead your dog into the water - into a shallow area where it
can still stand, or carry a small dog. Always support the dog under its belly, with
a lead on to start with.

Use positive reinforcement — always use a calm voice — lots of praise and
treats— make it an enjoyable experience.

Hold them steady — Initially support to keep steady and balanced and ensure
that they do not accidently get dipped under water. If you are starting off in
natural water (rivers, creeks, or seas shore) make sure it's somewhere not too
rough or where the current is too strong.

Consider a canine role model — if you have another dog that enjoys
swimming, a canine role model can make your dog feel more confident.

Never force them — don’t throw your dog into water — your furry friend should
enter at own its own pace and comfort level

In a pool teach your dog where the steps are to get out — take your dog into
the pool on a lead (or carry) then take them back to the steps. Do this several
times. Then lead dog into water from all sorts of different places, guiding them
back to steps each time. Then do this with you on edge of the pool, out of water,
but guiding them, on lead, back to the steps. You may prefer a long line for this
step.

Alternatives to swimming — many dogs who do not enjoy swimming will be
quite comfortable with other forms of water sports — supervised boogie-
boarding, canoes, or kayaks. Just remember though to always put your dog into
a life vest so if they do happen to take a tumble into the water it is not too
disastrous.

Safety Precautions and Considerations
Test the waters - make sure that the body of water you have chosen is free of



sewage, algae and other contaminants. This information is usually available on
Council websites.

Use a life vest — highly recommended for small dogs, nervous swimmers, or
those with long or thick fur or any physical limitations, to provide extra security.
Be aware of your surroundings — avoid strong currents or choppy waves in
natural bodies of water. Be aware that a small dog can easily be swept along by
a strong river current, for example. This can happen if your small dog is a keen
swimmer but races ahead into an unknown body of water. Be aware also of
unstable river banks where a dog can accidently tumble into the water.

Watch for exhaustion — dogs can’t always judge their own limits — watch for
excessive panting and be ready to let them rest.

Check the breed — some breeds are naturally better swimmers than others —
breeds like pugs, dachshunds and bulldogs may struggle due to body type.
Some breeds with very long and thick coats also struggle.

Stay on shore in emergencies — in dangerous situations do not go in after
your dog — call for help instead of putting yourself in danger. This is a very
difficult piece of advice, so better still, go dog swimming with other people so
that help is always handy.

Post swim Care

Rinse your dog - to remove salt and chlorine or other irritants for skin.

Dry their ears - with a soft cloth to prevent moisture build up to prevent
infection.

Check for Irritations — look for signs of dry skin which can happen from pool
chemicals and be aware of conditions like ‘dry drowning’ which can occur hours
later if a dog has inhaled too much water.

EMAILING US?

When you send an email to us it will be answered by one of the wonderful volunteers
from our committee Comms Team. Sometimes this can be a very time-consuming job
and it would really make it easier for us and you if when you emailed you give us as

much clear information as possible, i.e your first and last name; your dog’s name and

age, especially if you are wanting to know what level your dog should be enrolled in;
what level of training if any, your dog has already had and perhaps its breed or mix;
and a clear definition of what you need to know. Then we can get back to you with
the information you need as quickly as possible.

We hope you have enjoyed our new newsletter!

Please emalil titahibayobedience@gmail.com if there is something in
particular you would like to see in our next edition.




See you next quarter,
The Lamppost Editorial Team

www.tbcoc.org.nz
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