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SUMMER EDITION 2026 ence

Welcome to your quarterly Titahi Bay Canine Obedience Club update, with

the latest news, events and happenings from around the club.

Well, it certainly has been an interesting "summer"!!!!

We had our annual Championship Obedience show at the end of
January which was well attended. TBCOC has a reputation of
holding well organised shows and once again we received the same
feedback.

Lots of thanks to Sherrie, Sue, Geoff, Lynette, Lianne, Bronwyn and

the huge number of volunteers, a lot of whom come from our
Craig Prattley domestic side of the club. Special mention to Sherrie and Lianne

President, TBCOC who were first to arrive on Friday and last to leave on Sunday.

Thanks also to everyone who followed the rules that were set out by PCC and NZR to allow our
competitors to camp in motorhomes between the club and the railway lines. | think | counted 12- 14

vehicles this time round.

If you want to help next year or at the Rally-O show in May, then please contact Lynette Bell:

lbell22@outlook.co.nz. We'd love to have you!

The weather played its part and after weeks of wind and rain we got a couple of fine days. We are still
battling Bidi bids so it was quite an effort to get the grounds ready but thanks to some determined club
members and a very helpful mowing contractor we got there with no complaints from the regular

attendees, only praise for our grounds - lucky they didn’t see them in December!

We have replaced the green fence that divides area 4 from the rest of the grounds as it was ripped apart by
the 140km+ wind gusts in November 2025. | think we are still finding little bits of it and so far, the furthest
was spotted at the intersection of Pascoe Street and State Highway 59.



Recently, we purchased a new fridge for our clubrooms, to make it easier for catering for competition days
and also for renting out the clubrooms to other clubs. We are looking forward to cold milk and no more

leaks.

Now that we have started a new year it is probably a good time to remind everyone about the PCC bylaws
relating to sports grounds as we are surrounded by them. Dogs are not permitted on hard courts or
children’s play areas at any time. Dogs are permitted on grass sports fields if no organised sport is
happening (games or practice) but must be on a lead. Please, please do not break these rules otherwise
council may ban all dogs from these areas.

And how about being one of the responsible owners and picking up your dog poo. One of the main culprits
is off lead dogs running free behind the owner so they do not see it toilet. Left-behind poo can pose a
major health hazard to other dogs in the area. It is easy to put your hand in an empty poo bag, scoop it up,

tie a knotin it and putitin the bin or take it home. And in winter it even warms your hands!

2025-26 Committee

Craig Prattley - President Jan McKenzie
Geoff Collins - Vice-President Bronwyn Weir
&V Erin McKenzie - Secretary Jacqui Austin
PA c K Claudia Samitz - Treasurer lain Clarke
Lianne Davies - Class Co- Ally Wilkinson
ordinator Jenny Greer
Antonia Allum - Comms/Web Lynette Bell

As well as our committee members, we have a great group of instructors and members who keep our club
running, who we would like to introduce you to, so every Lamppost we will publish a profile of one or more of
our members and their lovely dogs so that you can get to know your pack.....

Meet Lynette, Charlie and Busta: a Heeler-Powered Adventure!



Hi everyone! I am Lynette Bell, and for the past five years I've proudly
called the Titahi Bay Canine Obedience Club my second home. Life
at the club has been wonderfully busy (and furry!) thanks to my two
blue heelers - the ever-clever Charlie, now five and a half, and young
Busta, who was just eight months old when this was written and
already keeping me on my toes.

My love for heelers began more than 26 years ago with my first boy,
Finn - an outgoing, bright spark who lived an incredible 17% years.

Back then, I only knew agility existed as a dog sport, and by the time
Charlie's First Test A Ribbon | learned more, Finn was already a senior. | promised myself that if |
ever had another heeler, we would step into the world of dog sports

together.

Fast forward to 2020: enter Charlie! | found her on Trade Me, and
before long we were in puppy class with Craig, followed by Intro to
Comp with Cheryl. We have stuck with Cheryl ever since because she
is a phenomenal trainer and an absolute legend in helping us grow

asateam.

Charlie and | have tried a little bit of everything - Domestic

Obedience classes, scent work, agility, trick training - but

Competition Obedience is where my heart truly lies. Charlie now

Busta with his camping cuddle-

b competes in Test A, and yes, | absolutely have my eyes on that
unn
v Obedience Champion title one day!

When | started thinking about adding a second dog, | knew it was a big commitment. | reached out to
Callanish for a puppy with the right temperament, and that’s how Busta came into my life - the perfect
little match. He’s smart, cuddly, full of delightful quirks, and my personal favourite habit is how he
announces nap time by trotting around with his teddy before using it as a dummy. He is graduated from

puppy class and is now in Intro to Comp with Erin, doing us proud.

When | am not training my own dogs, you will often find me teaching Domestic classes, Competition
classes, or filling in for Craig with the puppy crew. I’'ve also joined the committee, which opened my eyes to
just how much goes on behind the scenes. My current hats (and there are many!) include: grade out
coordinator, Club Championship Rally O Show organiser, trophy manager, Dogs NZ Regional
Representative, CGB assessment coordinator, email volunteer... and this year I’'m also helping with both

the Central Region Benefit Show and the National Dog Training Assembly.

But don’t worry - it’s not all paperwork! The club offers fantastic training opportunities for our trainers,
and the wider competition community is full of workshops, seminars, and dog training camps that are just
as fun as they are educational. Plus, I’'ve made incredible friends along the way. Thanks to the Competition
circuit, | get to travel the country regularly too - and honestly, what could be better than exploring new
places with great people and great dogs?



BULLETIN

Don't forget, all enrolment,
start and graduation dates are
on the Important Dates page
of our website.

@mﬁv
THOUGHT

e Graduation for Term 1 will be 16/17 March.

e Our next Canine Good Basics Assessment (CGB) is 23 March.
It is open to anyone who has passed Dom 2. Email us to
register for a place. Once you have passed your CGB you can
go straight into CGC Foundation (without doing Doms 3 & 4).

¢ Enrolment for Term 2 2026 is open 8pm, 26 March-8pm, 30
March - pop it in your diary!

e Term 2 classes start 13/14 April 2026 (Puppy first night: 7/8
April). Classes will be held at both Kakariki Stables and TBCOC

Clubgrounds.
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Our Wonderful Senior Dogs

While smaller breeds typically age more slowly than larger breeds,
several factors contribute to exactly when a dog reaches senior
status, including genetics and environmental factors...



When is a dog "Senior"?

Size does matter, with tiny dogs typically having a longer life expectancy than the giant and larger breeds

who are on the other end of the spectrum, aging faster. The following chart shows a rough indication of

when dogs typically reach senior status.

Dog Size Dog Weight When considered Senior
Small Breeds Under 9kgs 10-11 years

Medium Breeds 9kgs-27kgs 8-9 years

Large Breeds 27kgs+ 6-7 years

Of course, one important consideration is that a dog’s biological age may not match their chronological

age. The rate of aging will depend on many factors, including genetics and lifestyle. Owners can help their

dogs achieve and maintain a lower biological age than chronological through preventative care and all of

us know of many dogs that are now living to a greater age than they might have in the past with, a great

quality of life.

How to Care for a Senior Dog

To improve or extend life, helping a senior dog stay healthy can include:

Keep your dog at a healthy weight is most important. If you are unsure your vet can help determine
an optimal weight and body composition for your dog. Check that your dog has a waist under all
that fur!

Ensuring your dog sees a vet at least every 6 months. Early detection of any potential problems
means early intervention, supporting a longer and better quality of life - and probably helps control
the vet bills.

Move it or lose it! Getting regular exercise remains the key for maintaining aging muscles and joints.

Providing mental enrichment. Look for opportunities for mental and emotional engagement such

as learning new skills and tricks.

Do not forget to socialise! Experiences like cafes and group walks are great for dogs who enjoy
them. But do ensure that the social time suits the dog. A quiet walk with lots of sniffing works well
too.

Providing regular dental care at home and professional periodontal therapy as needed. Periodontal

disease is extremely common in older dogs and can lead to a number of health problems.
Keeping claws clipped to ensure paws can be properly stable when moving on any surface

Checking growth of fur between and around paw pads and trimming when necessary. Dogs often
become less stable as they age and often find it difficult on some surfaces if overgrowth of fur

makes things slippery and unstable.

Common Senior Dog Health Problems

Typical problems may include:

Osteoarthritis
Chronic kidney disease

Congestive heart failure



e Cancer - investigate all lumps
e Hearing and vision loss
e Age related cognitive dysfunction

With older dogs, they will slow down and rest/sleep more but less get up and go does not necessarily mean
that they are uncomfortable or in pain. However, a marked decrease in activity and mobility almost always
indicates pain. Check out all mobility issues with your vet before you revert to social media.

Senior Dog Nutrition

This can be a problematic area as many experts say that there is no well-defined nutrient profile for a
senior life stage. This means that pet foods labelled for seniors may be a marketing term and not defined
by anyone except the specific company.

Although the pet food industry regulates and defines standards based around a complete and balanced
diet for the life stages of healthy dogs, it seems not to have a separate standard for ‘senior’ dogs. Just like
people, as pets age their calorie/kilojoule needs change so an individual vet-directed feeding plan may be
the best approach, if you are unsure.

When looking for the right food for your dog, consider the following:
e Monitor protein intake. Dogs commonly need more protein as they age.

e Always have fresh water available and monitor your dog’s intake. Not only is good hydration
important to overall health but a sudden increase in thirst can signal an illness. Consult your vet if

you notice your dog is drinking more than usual.

e Feed the correct amount for a lean body condition. Pay attention to the dog’s weight and overall
condition, keeping in mind that its needs may vary from the average and change over time as it

ages.

e To reduce caloric intake for weight management, look for a lower calorie/kilojoule, higher protein
food.

e Be careful using food toppers as overuse can lead to a food imbalance.

When is the Best Time to Switch to a Senior Dog Diet?

This will depend on the individual dog and its diet. It is useful to have a thorough vet evaluation when your
dog enters the second part of its likely lifespan, and this should include advice on future diet to ensure all
nutritional needs are going to be met. What is suggested may or may not be labelled a senior diet but it

should be one that meets the dog's individual needs.

To positively affect your dog’s graceful and enjoyable aging process, monitor nutrition, ensure proper
exercise and enrichment, and schedule regular vet visits; and do enjoy your aging dog!!
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WhaZ s The Careful, they're listening...
SCOOPER

A new study conducted by animal behavior and mammalian cognition experts at the Universities of
Lincoln and Sussex, and Jean Monnet University, has found that dogs may understand human speech
better than we previously realised. Scientists discovered that dogs can pick out meaningful words such as

their name or known commands even when they’re hidden within long sentences and spoken in a flat,
monotone voice.

In the study, dogs listened to streams of speech containing both relevant commands and irrelevant
chatter. Despite the lack of the usual “happy dog voice”, many dogs still responded correctly, showing they
can extract useful information from everyday conversation.

Researchers say this suggests dogs are constantly listening and processing what we say, not just reacting
to tone or body language. That said, pairing familiar words with enthusiastic delivery still gets the
strongest response, which is why upbeat training voices remain effective.

The findings highlight the remarkable bond between humans and dogs and could help improve training
methods, particularly for working and assistance dogs.



Round of

Over the last few months again, our members and their dogs have had

considerable success in a various tests and trials and continue to have

APPLAWS fun

Competition Obedience

Competition Obedience has 5 levels starting at Beginners, going through Novice to Tests A, B and C - Test C

being the most senior. Many shows also have an Elementary class which is a lead in to Beginners.

Hawera Champ Shows 15,16 November
Show 1

Geoff Collins and Inka, 4th Novice

Jane Gunn and Tosca, 2nd Test A

Show 2

Jane Gunn and Tosca 5th Test A

Show 3

Alannah Knapp and Sky-Sky, 4th Test C

Wellington Canine Champ Show

Show 1

Donna Jackson and Fern, 3rd Novice

Vicky Disbury and Fenric, 1st Test A

Jane Gunn and Tosca, 5th Test A

Show 2

Alison Chapman and Rosa, 4th Beginners

Geoff Collins and Inka, 1st Novice

Vicky Disbury and Fenric, 1st Test A and Top Dog
for the weekend

TBCOC Champ Show photos

Rotorua Champ Show, 24-26 January
Show 1

Sherrie Mclntyre and Ditto, 4th Test C
Show 2

Sherrie Mclntyre and Ditto, 5th Test C

TBOC Champ Show, 31 January & 1 February
Show 1

Alison Chapman and Rosa, High Hopes Cup for
the top club member in Beginners

Vicky Disbury and Fenric, 1st Test A on qualifying
points and cup for highest Test A club member
Show 2

Jane Gilbert and Geordie, 2nd in New Handler
Erin McKenzie and Harley, 1st in Open Class
Vicky Disbury and Fenric, 4th Test A

Sherrie McIntyre and Ditto, 2nd Test C - on
challenge points

Rosemary Mortimer and Hector, 3rd Test C - on

challenge points



Test B - Sunday Test C - Sunday

Huge thanks to our sponsors - Proplan - for their generous
contribution!

Rally Obedience (Rally-0)

The Dogs NZ code, Rally-0O has 7 levels - Novice A & B, Advanced A & B and Excellent A & B, as well as Encore
which is a course designed with no sits. It is therefore, very good for older dogs. At all levels, competitors earn
Qualifying Certificates to move up a level and gain titles. A small group of TBCOC teams also compete in New

Zealand Association of Rally Obedience (NZARO) Rally Link trials, held monthly - with Standard and
Challenge courses.

Hawera DTC Champ Show, 16 November

Erin McKenzie & Harley, qualified in Encore

Monthly NZARO Rally Link, December 25 - January 26
December Qualifiers

Erin McKenzie & Harley - Standard 99

Jan McKenzie & Geordie - Standard 98

January Qualifiers

Erin McKenzie & Harley - Standard 97

Jan McKenzie & Geordie - Challenge 98

Scent Work (Dogs NZ and SSANZ)



In Scentwork and Nosework Trials teams aim to gain qualifying certificates for finding the search odours in a
certain amount of time, to move up through the levels. Within the DNZ code, dogs can win qualifying ribbons
for each element - Interior, Exterior, Containers (A&B), Vehicle - whilst in SSANZ one qualifier is given for
success in all 4 elements. Awards are also given for Judges Choice, when teams have caught the Judge’s eye
for some particular attribute of the search, and Highest Qualifiers, for a points + speed. Judge's Choice
awards are often more valued than a placing. Our members really enjoy both codes and appreciate the time

people put in to organise, help and judge at all of these trials.

Dogs New Zealand Scent Trials



Horowhenua DTC Scent Trial, 22/23 November
Saturday - Novice and Advanced Qualifiers
Alison Chapman & Rosa, Advanced Containers,
Vehicle, Interior & Exterior with Judges Choice
award for Exterior

Anna Hunt & Moxie, Advanced Container &
Vehicle

Antonia Allum & Cairo, Advanced Container &
Interior

Sue Paterson & Lani, Novice Interior (NIS Award)
and Advanced Containers

Sharon Wray & Poppy, Novice Interior & Vehicle
(NIS and NVS Awards)

Sharon Wray & Roxy, Advanced Container &
Vehicle

Alannah Knapp & Breeze, Novice Interior (NIS
Award), Advanced Container (ACS Award),
Advanced Exterior

Erin McKenzie & Rosie, Novice Vehicle, Exterior &
Interior

Erin McKenzie & Harley, Advanced Vehicle

Kim Lusby & Sir Tom, Advanced Container,
Exterior & Vehicle

Mark Douglas & Floki, Novice Container A&B,
Interior, Exterior & Vehicle

Julz Quickenden & Murph, Novice Container B,
Exterior, Interior & Vehicle

Jan McKenzie & Solitaire, Novice Interior (NIS
Award), Advanced Container & Vehicle

Jan McKenzie & Geordie, Advanced Exterior &
Interior

Claudia Samitz & Sol, Advanced Container,
Exterior, Interior & Vehicle and fastest Exterior
Sunday - Novice and Excellent Qualifiers
Sharon Wray & Poppy, Novice Vehicle & Interior
Sharon Wray & Roxy, Novice Exterior

Alannah Knapp & Breeze, Novice Interior &
Judges Choice award, Advanced Vehicle

Jan McKenzie & Solitaire, Novice Interior

Scent Sport Association NZ Scent Trials

contd.

Jan McKenzie & Geordie, Excellent Container &
Vehicle and Judges Choice award for Vehicle
Jeanette Dawson & Tess, Novice Interior & Vehicle
Jeanette Dawson & Shelby, Novice Containers
A&B and Judges Choice for Container B

Louise Norris & Abby, Excellent Containers,
Interior, Exterior and Vehicle

Sam Alcorn and Toru Novice Interior, Vehicle &
Container A

Mark Douglas & Floki, Novice Container A,
Vehicle, Exterior & Interior

Julz Quickenden & Murph, Novice Container A&B,
Vehicle, Exterior & Interior

Wairarapa DTC Scent Trial, 29th November
Alison Chapman & Rosa, Advanced Container,
Vehicle, Exterior, Interior with Judges Choice
award for Containers

Anna Hunt & Moxie, Advanced Containers,
Vehicle, Exterior & Interior with ACS and AVS
awards

Claudia Samitz & Sol, Advanced Containers,
Vehicle, Exterior & Interior

Jan McKenzie & Geordie, Advanced Exterior &
Excellent Containers

Jan McKenzie & Solitaire, Advanced Vehicle
Kim Lusby & Sir Tom, Advanced Containers,
Vehicle, Exterior & Interior

Sharon Wray & Roxy, Advanced Containers,
Vehicle & Interior

Erin McKenzie & Harley, Advanced Containers,
Vehicle, Exterior & Interior

Antonia Allum & Cairo, Advanced Vehicle, Exterior
& Interior and Judges Choice award for Vehicle
Gisborne DTC Trial, 7th December

Aimee Cotter & Noss, Containers A&B, Vehicle,
Exterior & Interior on both days with merit Judges

Choice award and fastest dog on day 2



K9 Scentcraft Trial 3rd & 4th January
Saturday, Intermediate & Buried Hides

Claudia Samitz & Sol, Novice Buried Hide Sand &
Water for Novice Buried Hide Title, and fastest
Water Search

Alison Chapman & Rosa 2/4 in Intermediate
Anna Hunt & Moxie 2/4 in Intermediate and
qualified in Novice Buried Hides Water

Erin McKenzie & Rosie, 2/4 in Intermediate

Erin McKenzie & Harley, Novice Buried Hides Sand
and Water for Novice Buried Hides title

Jan McKenzie & Solitaire, 3/4 in Intermediate
Jan McKenzie & Geordie Novice Buried Hides
Water qualifier

Julia Quickenden & Murph fastest qualifier in
Intermediate Interior & Judges Choice award in
Exterior

Julia Quickenden & Floki, Novice Buried Hides
Sand and Water

Sunday, Novice

Julia Quickenden & Floki - fastest Novice Interior
Sam Alcorn & Toru, Novice Buried Hides Sand and
Water with Judges choice award in Sand and 4/4
in Novice for Qualifying Certificate

Canine Good Citizen

ACE Nosework Trial, 31 January & 1 February
Saturday, Novice & Advanced

Rachel Thompson & Ziggy, 4/4 for Novice qualifier
Claudia Samitz & Sol, 4/4 for Advanced qualifier
Kim Lusby & Sir Tom, 2/4 in Advanced

Antonia Allum & Cairo, 2/4 in Advanced and
fastest Interior

Sharon Wray & Roxy, 2/4 in Novice

Mark Douglas & Floki, Judges Choice award in
Novice Containers

Luke Gib & Fig, 4/4 for 5th Novice Qualifier
Cherie Picking & Camo, 3/4 in Advanced

Cherie Picking & Arti, 4/4 for Novice qualifier
Sunday, Intermediate & Novice

Anna Hunt & Moxie, 4/4 for Intermediate qualifier
and NWInt Title

Jan McKenzie & Geordie, 4/4 for Intermediate
qualifier and NWInt Title

Rachel Thompson & Billie, 4/4 for Novice qualifier
Sharon Wray & Poppy, 4/4 for Novice qualifier
Julz Quickenden & Murph, 4/4 for Intermediate
qualifier & Judges Choice award for Exterior
Cherie Picking & Arti, 4/4 for Novice qualifier
Cherie Picking & Tank, 2/4 in Intermediate

Canine Good Citizen is an award that any dog can do and we run classes in this at the club. From time-to-

time different clubs run assessment days where dogs can qualify at four different levels - Foundation, Bronze,

Silver, and Gold.

CGC is not easy to pass and to get all four levels, can take some months or even a year or two, depending on

the amount of work put in. Dogs need to have passed at least Domestic 3 or equivalent, to be able to enrol for

a CGC class. Recent TBCOC results include:

Kaitlyn Brown and Astro, GCG Foundation

Kate Farrand & Stella, CGC Foundation

Alyssa Chaney & Teddy, CGC Foundation & Bronze
Karena Gunne & Pixie, CGC Foundation & Bronze
Scott Dunne & Nacho, CGC Bronze

Vicki Disbury & Fenric, CGC Silver

Lynne Barr & Zoe, CGC Silver

Sarah Searancke & Merlo. CGC Silver

Donna Jackson & Tui CGC Silver & Gold



Emailing us?

Our emails are answered by volunteers from the TBCOC Comms Team. Including information such as your
details, your dog’s name, age and breed, any relevant training background, and a clear question, helps us
respond quickly and accurately.

We hope you have enjoyed our new newsletter!

Please email titahibayobedience@gmail.com if there is something in particular you would like to see in our

next edition.
See you next quarter, The Lamppost Editorial Team

TBCOC.org.nz
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