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Welcome to your quarterly Titahi Bay Canine Obedience Club update, with

the latest news, events and happenings from around the club.

President's Repawt from our 2026 AGM

Honours Board

We’re very proud to unveil our modern new honours board -
something anyone would be proud to have their name on. It’s a
fantastic way to celebrate and explore the history of our club.

I've seen firsthand the effort and thought that went into creating

something of this quality, especially when compared to some of the
earlier options we considered. There were some tough decisions
Craig Prattley along the way, so a special thank you to Antonia for her persistence

President, TBCOC and determination to achieve the best possible result.

Lease Renewal

In June 2025, we successfully signed a new lease with PCC, securing our grounds for a further nine years,
with a right of renewal for another nine. This was not without its challenges, involving lengthy discussions
and legal input, but common sense ultimately prevailed. My sincere thanks to Geoff, and especially

Antonia, for their persistence and hard work in getting this across the line.

Trials and Shows

We hosted our inaugural scent trial at Totara Park School. Despite heavy rain, the event was very well
supported and a great success, with 38 entries in Novice and 25 in Advanced. A huge thank you to Erin, the
organising committee, and our incredible volunteers who braved the conditions. Special thanks to Sue for

her outstanding work coordinating helpers and organising and contracting all judges.

Another highly successful Championship Show weekend was held in January, with over 100 entries. Thank
you to all the volunteers, especially those who gave their time without competing.



Our annual Rally-O Championship Show was a resounding success. Thank you to Lynette, the organising
team, and all volunteers who ensured the event ran smoothly. While we experienced some parking
challenges due to other events at the Domain, the feedback was overwhelmingly positive, with many

attendees commenting on how much they enjoyed the event.

Obedience Champions

Congratulations to all our new Obedience Champions! The enormous hard work has paid off.
e Alannah Knapp and Sky
e Sherrie Macintyre and Ditto

e [rene Kilford and Macy

New Rally-O Judge

Congratulations to our very own Erin McKenzie on becoming a Rally-Obedience judge this year.

Training and Development

It is important that we give our instructors opportunities to learn and develop their skills, so we run
courses throughout the year. This year we ran a Pet First Aid course, sent our instructors to the bi-annual
Domestic Dog Training Conference and subscribed the club to the Animal Training Academy.

Grounds and Maintenance

The return of biddibids presented a challenge this year. We trialled a less labour-intensive spraying
method using contractors. While the initial attempt had limited success, a second treatment in October
unfortunately also damaged the grass. A subsequent contractor achieved a much better result, and we will
be using them going forward.

As aresult, we needed to urgently reseed a significant portion of the grounds (approximately one-third of a
ring) ahead of the Championship Show. Thank you to everyone who gave up their time to assist - your

efforts ensured the grounds looked fantastic for the event.

Governance

Our constitution was updated to align with the new incorporated societies requirements. Many thanks to

Geoff, Jan, and Antonia for their work on this important project.

Committee Changes

Jacqui Austin has stepped down from the committee. We are so appreciative of the wonderful
contributions Jacqui has made in all her various roles over the last 18 years. While we are very sorry to see
her leave the committee, we are delighted she will continue as a trainer.

Erin McKenzie is stepping down as Secretary but will remain on the committee. | would like to sincerely
thank her for her hard work and support - particularly for the many times she has kept me on track during

meetings.

Fee Increase



We’ve worked hard to keep our membership and class fees as affordable as possible, and we’re proud to
be one of the most accessible clubs around. However, with rising costs such as rates, insurance and
grounds maintenance, a small increase is now necessary to keep things running smoothly. From this term,
class fees will be $70, and annual membership will increase from $40 to $50 from 1 January 2027. We
understand that fee increases can be challenging for some. To help ease the impact, we offer Afterpay as a
payment option, allowing greater flexibility for those who may need it.

Acknowledgements
Thank you to Claudia for her excellent work managing the club’s finances and preparing the annual
accounts. The systems she has implemented have made the process of authorising payments far more

efficient than in the past.

The dedication and passion of our members continues to amaze me. From running training sessions to
organising Championship Shows, Ribbon Trials, Rally-O competitions, Scentwork Trials, Canine Good
Citizen assessments, and community events - the effort involved is immense and appreciated.

Behind the scenes, there is equally important work: maintaining the website, coordinating classes,
responding to enquiries, managing finances, and maintaining the grounds. These contributions are vital to
the smooth running of our club.

Our volunteers make everything possible.

Without them, the club would not exist.

With them, we are one of the best-run and most well-supported clubs in New Zealand

2026-27 Committee

Craig Prattley - President Jan McKenzie
’ Geoff Collins - Vice-President Bronwyn Weir
ﬁ('?/ Lianne Davies - Secretary lain Clarke
PA c K Claudia Samitz - Treasurer Ally Wilkinson
Antonia Allum - Comms/Web, Jenny Greer
Class Coordinator Erin McKenzie
Lynette Bell

As well as our committee members, we have a great group of instructors and members who keep our club
running, who we would like to introduce you to, so every Lamppost we will publish a profile of one or more of
our members and their lovely dogs so that you can get to know your pack.....

Jacqui Austin - 18 years on committee



hi Bay Canine Obedience Club

Jacqui Austin (left) with club
President Craig Prattley and
outgoing Secretary Erin
McKenzie at the 2026 AGM

With my first dog Gadget, Paul and | joined a dog club in Wellington.
For over 20 mins we sat in one spot without so much as one step. All
of sudden my dog let out a groan - that was when we got some
attention. | was told to tell my dog off even though he was the only
one brave enough to say what both Paul and | thought (I'm bored!).
So, as instructed we told him off, he got louder, the lady told us to
tell him off again. We were dumb enough to think she was right,
when in fact we should have stood by our dog. Anyway, | was not
impressed with the training and pulled out of class after only two
sessions where in total we probably took no more than 10 steps and

learnt absolutely nothing.

| was at my sister’s neighbour's friend’s house (Lianne) where she
encouraged me to join TBCOC. | was hesitant but went anyway, with
my beautiful puppy ‘Chip’ back in 2007. In my first class | learnt how
to walk my dog, so as you can imagine | was ecstatic!

In 2008 my dear friend Janine (J9) invited/persuaded me to sit in on a committee meeting (I had been part

of TBCOC for 1 term)... | left that night a member of the committee, an instructor and | had accepted the

position of Treasurer from the next AGM! All while having a full-time job and raising 3 small kids. My

husband just laughed.

I can honestly say | have really enjoyed all the various roles | have had on the committee throughout the

years, and being a part of a great group of people | would happily call my friends.

I may have left the committee but | have not left TBCOC - | will still see you all around as | continue to be a

Domestic Obedience instructor.

My history with the club:

2008-ongoing - Instructing 4 (and even 5 terms a year as we did a long time ago)
2008-2011 - Treasurer, and moving all our accounts over to MYOB 2011-2012 - President

2012-2013 - Vice President

Mid 2012-2018 - Secretary
2018-2026 - Committee member
2022 - made a Life member



Q- poinzers
BULLETIN

Don't forget, all enrolment,
start and graduation dates are
on the Important Dates page
of our website.

Graduation for Term 2 will be 15/16 June.

Our next Canine Good Basics Assessment (CGB) is 22 June. It
is open to anyone who has passed Dom 2. Email us to register
for a place. Once you have passed your CGB you can go
straight into CGC Foundation (without doing Doms 3 &4).

Enrolment for Term 3 2026 is open 25 Jun (8pm) - 29 Jun
(8pm) 2026 - pop it in your diary!

Term 3 classes start 13/14 July 2026 (Puppy first night: 6/7
July). Classes will be held at both Kakariki Stables and TBCOC

Clubgrounds.
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Donning his new canine decoder, Professor Schwartzman be-

comes the first human being on Earth to hear what barking

dogs are actually saying.



@mp Are we meeting the dog in front of us... or the

THOUGHT idea of the dog?

Modern dog training has never been more informed. We talk about enrichment, emotional wellbeing,
agency, consent, arousal, thresholds... a vocabulary that didn’t exist in mainstream dog ownership even a
decade ago. And yet, despite all of this progress, a quiet question lingers: Are we truly responding to the

dogin front of us... or to the idea of the dog we think we should have?

The rise of the “ideal dog”
Scroll through social media and a pattern emerges - dogs who:

« Walk calmly on aloose lead

. ignore distractions

o respond instantly to cues

o settle quietly in busy environments

They are focused, composed, and endlessly adaptable. It’s a compelling picture. But it’s also a curated one.

What we rarely see are:
o thedogwho finds the world overwhelming

the dog who struggles to settle

. thedogwho can do the behaviour... just not today

And slowly, without meaning to, we begin to measure our own dogs against this invisible standard.

Behaviour isn’t a personality flaw

One of the most important shifts in modern training is the understanding that behaviour is not a reflection
of stubbornness, dominance, or defiance. It is information. A dog that pulls on lead isn’t being “naughty”, a
dog that barks at other dogs isn’t being “difficult”, a dog that can’t focus in class isn’t “not trying”. They are
simply responding to their environment, acting on their learning history, managing (or not managing) their

internal state. And sometimes, they are simply overwhelmed.

The world we ask dogs to live in

Consider, for a moment, the environments many dogs are expected to navigate daily - busy streets,
unfamiliar dogs, unpredictable humans, constant sensory input, limited opportunities for natural
behaviours. From a human perspective, it’s normal. From a dog’s perspective, it can be... a lot. And in
these environments we often ask dogs to behave in ways that are socially complex, emotionally regulated
and cognitively demanding - all while suppressing many of their natural instincts.

Training vs understanding



TRAINING gives us tools: UNDERSTANDING asks something different:

e cues e What is this dog experiencing right now?
e reinforcement e What does this behaviour achieve for
them?

e structure

“How do | stop this behaviour?” e What skills are they missing?

“Why is this behaviour happening, and what does

this dog need instead?”

The gap between capability and capacity
A dog can know a behaviour... and still be unable to perform it. This is one of the most misunderstood
aspects of training. A dog may sit perfectly at home, recall reliably in a quiet park, and then appear to

“forget everything” in a new environment.

But nothing has been forgotten. Instead, we’re seeing the difference between capability - what the dog has

learned, and capacity - what the dog can access in that moment.

Capacity is influenced by stress, arousal, environment, fatigue and emotional state. When capacity drops,

behaviour changes.

Meeting the dog where they are
If we shift our perspective, even slightly, something interesting happens. We stop asking “Why won’t my
dog do this?” and start asking “What would make this easier for my dog?”. That might look like:

¢ reducing the difficulty of a task

e changing the environment

e adjusting expectations for that moment
e building skills more gradually

It’s not about lowering standards. It’s about building them in a way the dog can succeed.

Progress isn’t always linear
One of the hardest things to accept as a trainer or handler is that progress doesn’t move in a straight line.
There are good days, messy days and “we’ve gone backwards” days. But learning is still happening

underneath it all.

A quieter kind of success

What if success wasn’t measured by perfect behaviour, instant responses or flawless performance, but by
increased confidence, improved recovery, better decision-making and having a dog that feels safe and
capable in their environment. These are quieter wins. They don’t always look impressive from the outside

but they are the foundation of everything else.

The dog in front of you
Every dog is shaped by their genetics, influenced by their early experiences and learning from every

interaction they have. There is no “standard dog”, only the individual in front of you. When we let go of the



idea of what a dog should be, we create space to see who they are, what they need and how we can
support them.

Perhaps the most meaningful shift in training isn’t a new technique or tool. It’s a change in perspective.
From “How do | get the behaviour | want?” to “How do | help this dog thrive in the world we’ve placed
them in?”. And when we start there, everything else tends to fall into place.

AIN'T
HAPPENIN/

WhaZ s The Are dogs becoming harder to train - and is
SCOOPER COVID to blame?

A landmark study tracking over 47,000 dogs across four years has just given scientists the largest
behavioural dataset in canine history. Researchers from Virginia Tech and the University of Washington
analysed owner-reported data on fear, aggression, excitability, and trainability - and one finding stood out.
Dogs enrolled in the study after 2020 scored lower on trainability than those already enrolled as adults,
who likely benefited from pre-pandemic training experience. Virginia Tech News Researchers speculate
that the pandemic's unique circumstances - more shelter adoptions, stressed owners, less time dedicated
to training - may have contributed. The good news? The gap between the first and last year was the

smallest of any measure, suggesting that dogs and their owners may be bouncing back.



Wg Over the last few months again, our members and their dogs have had

A P P L A w S considerable success in a various tests and trials and continue to have
: fun!

Competition Obedience

Competition Obedience has 5 levels starting at Beginners, going through Novice to Tests A, B and C - Test C

being the most senior. Many shows also have an Elementary class which is a lead in to Beginners.



Feilding DTC Ribbon Trial, 6 February
Cherie Picking & Arti, 4th Intro New Handler, 1st

Elementary, 2nd Beginners

Kapiti DTC, 7-8 February

Show 1

Rosemary Mortimer & Hector, 3rd Test C
Show 2

Vicky Disbury & Fenric, 2nd Test A

Sherrie Macintyre & Ditto, 2nd Test C and new
Obedience Champion

Rosemary Mortimer & Hector, 3rd Test C
Alannah Knapp & Sky-Sky, 4th Test C

Southern Benefit Show, 8 February
Sherry Champion & Banshee, 5th Beginners

Horowhenua DTC, 21-22 February
Show 1

Vicky Disbury & Fenric, 3rd Test A
Alannah Knapp & Sky-Sky, 4th Test C
Cheryl Dickson & Juno, CDX Gold
Show 2

Alannah Knapp & Sky-Sky, 4th Test C
Royce Hughes & Blade, 5th Test C

Feilding DTC, 7-8 March

Show 1

Sherry Champion & Banshee, 2nd Beginners
Alannah Knapp & Sky-Sky, 5th Test C
Show 2

Geoff Collins & Inka, 1st Test A

Sherrie Macintyre & Ditto, 5th Test C

Wairarapa DTC, 14-15 March
Show 1

Vicky Disbury & Freya, 2nd Test A
Lynette Bell & Charlie, 5th Test A
Show 2

Lynette Bell & Charlie 4th Test A
Alannah Knapp & Sky-Sky, 5th Test C

Rally Obedience (Rally-0)

Blenheim DTC, 21 -22 March

Show 1

Sherry Champion & Banshee, 2nd Beginners
Show 2

Sherry Champion & Banshee, 4th in Beginners
Show 3

Sherry Champion & Banshee, 4th in Beginners

Avalon DTC, 28-29 March

Show 1

Geoff Collins & Inka, 1st Test A

Vicky Disbury & Fenric, 2nd Test A

Alannah Knapp & Sky-Sky, 1st Test C on
championship points - new Obedience Champion
OB CH Sky-Sky TQC

Sherrie Macintyre & Wiki, 2nd Test C - on
championship points

Show 2

Lynette Bell & Buster, 5th Handler with New Dog
Vicky Disbury & Fenric, 1st Test A

Jane Gunn & Tosca, 2nd Test A

Lynette Bell & Charlie, 3rd Test A

Geoff Collins & Inka, 5th Test A

Irene Kilford & Macy, 1st Test C - on Challenge
points

Sherrie Macintyre & Wiki, 2nd Test C - on

Challenge points and new Obedience Champion

Whanganui DTC, 11 April
Irene Kilford & Macy, 1st Test C
Alannah Knapp & Sky-Sky, 4th Test C

North Taranaki DTC 18 April

Geoff Collins & Inka, 3rd Test A

Irene Kilford & Macy, 2nd Test C with Challenge!!!!
Cheryl Dickson & Juno, 4th Test C

North Taranaki DTC 19 April
Irene Kilford & Macy, 3rd Test C
Cheryl Dickson & Juno, 5th Test C



The Dogs NZ code, Rally-0O has 7 levels - Novice A & B, Advanced A & B and Excellent A & B, as well as Encore
which is a course designed with no sits. It is therefore, very good for older dogs. At all levels, competitors earn
Qualifying Certificates to move up a level and gain titles. A small group of TBCOC teams also compete in New
Zealand Association of Rally Obedience (NZARO) Rally Link trials, held monthly - with Standard and

Challenge courses.

Horowhenua DTC, 21-22 February

Show 1

Sherry Champion & Banshee, 2nd Advanced A
Irene Kilford & Macy, 1st Excellent B

Irene Kilford & Robbie, 3rd Excellent B

Show 2

Sherry Champion & Banshee, 2nd Advanced A
and top Advanced dog for the weekend

Irene Kilford & Robbie, 1st Excellent B and top

Excellent dog for the weekend

Feilding DTC, 7-8 March

Show 1

Sherry Champion & Banshee, 2 x qualifiers in
Novice B

Erin Mckenzie & Harley, qualifier in Encore for
Encore Bronze title and 2nd In Excellent A
Show 2

Sherry Champion & Banshee, qualified Novice B
and 2nd in Advanced A

Wairarapa DTC, 14-15 March

Show 1

Sherry Champion & Banshee, Novice B qualifier
and 1st in Advanced A with qualifying score
Show 2

Sherry Champion & Banshee, Novice B qualifier
for Novice B Gold

Erin McKenzie & Harley, 1st Excellent Aand a
qualifierin Encore

Rachel Thompson & Billie, Novice B qualifier

Blenheim DTC, 21-22 March
Sherry Champion & Banshee, 3rd in Advanced A,
Show 2 and 2nd in Advanced A in Shows 3 and 4

North Taranaki DTC 18 April
Irene Kilford & Macy, 1st in both Advanced B and
Excellent B

Scent Work (Dogs NZ and SSANZ)

In Scentwork and Nosework Trials teams aim to gain qualifying certificates for finding the search odours in a
certain amount of time, to move up through the levels. Within the DNZ code, dogs can win qualifying ribbons
for each element - Interior, Exterior, Containers (A&B), Vehicle - whilst in SSANZ one qualifier is given for
success in all 4 elements. Awards are also given for Judges Choice, when teams have caught the Judge’s eye
for some particular attribute of the search, and Highest Qualifiers, for a points + speed. Judge's Choice
awards are often more valued than a placing. Our members really enjoy both codes and appreciate the time

people put in to organise, help and judge at all of these trials.

Dogs New Zealand Scent Trials



Tararua DTC (DNZ) Trial, 26-27 April

Novice Trial Qualifiers

Sam Alcorn & Toru - Interior, Exterior, Container A
and Vehicle for Vehicle Award (NVS)

Jeanette Dawson & Tess - Interior

Cherie Picking & Arti - Interior, Exterior and
Vehicle

Cherie Picking & Tank - Interior

Julz Quickenden & Murph - Containers A & B,
Interior, Exterior and Vehicle

Jan Voss & Pearl - Interior

Advanced Trial Qualifiers

Alison Chapman & Rosa - Containers, Vehicle &
Exterior

Erin McKenzie & Harley - Containers, Exterior &
Interior

Claudia Samitz & Sol - Containers, Exterior,
Interior & Vehicle for Scentwork Advanced Title
(SA) and Judges Choice for Exterior

Scent Sport Association NZ Scent Trials

Advanced Trial Qualifiers contd.

Antonia Allum & Cairo - Interior for Interior award
(AIS), Exterior & Vehicle and Fastest Interior
Search

Kim Lusby & Sir Tom Lusby - Containers, Interior,
Exterior & Vehicle

Cherie Picking & Arti — Container

Cherie Picking & Tank - Vehicle

Cherie Picking & Camo - Interior and Exterior
Jan McKenzie & Geordie - Exterior

Jan McKenzie & Solitaire — Containers & Vehicle
for Vehicle award (AVS)

Excellent Trial Qualifiers

Cherie Picking & Tank - Containers

Jan McKenzie & Geordie - Containers

Louise Norris & Abby - Containers & Vehicle

Jan Voss & Halley - Containers



K9 Scentseekers (SSANZ) Tokoroa
Aimee Cotter & Noss, 4/4 Novice Qualifiers for
Novice title and Judges Choice Award for Vehicle

Sharon Wray & Poppy, 4/4 Novice Qualifiers

K9 Scentseekers (SSANZ) Pukekohe
Aimee Cotter & Nox, gained 3rd & 4th Novice

qualifiers

K9 Scentseekers (SSANZ) Reparoa, 28 February
Sam Alcorn & Toru, 4/4 qualifiers for Novice title
Cherie Picking & Arti, 4/4 qualifiers for Novice title
& Super Star award

Cherie Picking & Camo, 4/4 Intermediate
qualifiers

Louise Norris & Abby, 4/4 Intermediate qualifiers

K9 Scentseekers (SSANZ) Reparoa, 1 March
Sam Alcorn & Toru, 4/4 Novice qualifiers

Cherie Picking & Arti, 4/4 Novice qualifiers &
Judges Choice award in Interior

Cherie Picking & Tank, 4/4 Intermediate qualifiers
and gained Super Star award - with Judges
Choice award in Exterior

Louise Norris & Abby, 4/4 Intermediate qualifiers

A.C.E. (SSANZ) Tawa, 18th April

Qualifiers In Buried Hides Water

Alison Chapman & Rosa (NOV)

Anna Hunt & Moxie (NOV) and Fastest Qualifier
Erin McKenzie & Harley with Judges Choice award
(INT)

Qualifiers In Buried Hides Water contd.

Erin McKenzie & Rosie (NOV)

Jan McKenzie & Geordie (NOV)

Julia Quickenden & Floki (NOV)

Louise Norris & Abby (NOV)

Mark Douglas & Murph with Judges Choice award
(NOV)

Rachel Thompson & Ziggy (NOV)

Aimee Cotter & Noss (NOV)

Claudia Samitz & Sol (INT)

No Qualifiers in Buried Hides, Sand

Lost Item Recovery, Fabric Interior and Fabric
Exterior

This was a fun trial, testing out what we hope will
become a new Scentwork activity with the SSANZ
code.....

Qualifiers in Novice Interior - Fabric Sox

Sharon Wray & Poppy

Jan McKenzie & Geordie

Jan McKenzie & Solitaire

Alison Chapman & Rosa

Anna Hunt & Moxie

Qualifiers in Novice Exterior - Fabric or Leather
Wallet

Aimee Cotter & Noss

Sharon Wray & Poppy

Jan McKenzie & Geordie with Judges Choice
award

Jan McKenzie & Solitaire

Anna Hunt & Moxie

We'd love to feature your photos! If you've captured a great moment -

whether it's a training session or a trial - we'd be thrilled to include it in the

newsletter. Send your best shots to antonia.allum@gmail.com.

Emailing us?



Our emails are answered by volunteers from the TBCOC Comms Team. Including information such as your
details, your dog’s name, age and breed, any relevant training background, and a clear question, helps us

respond quickly and accurately.

We hope you have enjoyed our new newsletter!

Please email titahibayobedience@gmail.com if there is something in particular you would like to see in our

next edition.
See you next quarter, The Lamppost Editorial Team

TBCOC.org.nz
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